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Veszprém (Veszprém Castle)Veszprém was well liked by medieval Hungarian 
queens. „The Town of Queens" 
 

 
 

The Basilica of Veszprém 
 
 
 



The name of the city originates from the Slavic word Bezprym, which was originally 
a personal name. The city was named either after a chieftain, or the son of Princess 
Judith (elder sister of St. Stephen of Hungary), who settled here after her husband 
Boleslaus I of Poland expelled her and her son. 
 
Veszprém had an important religious role during the fight to make Christianity the 
official religion of Hungary - St. Stephen defeated the armies of his chief opponent, 
Koppány, near Veszprém. The city became the first episcopal seat of Hungary in 1009 
and an archiepiscopal seat in 1993. 
 
Veszprém was the favorite city of Queen Gisela, the wife of St. Stephen. For 
centuries, the queens of Hungary were crowned by the bishop of Veszprém. The city 
is still often called "the city of queens." 
 
During the Mongol invasion of Hungary, Veszprém was protected by its castle, which 
was later demolished on order of the Habsburgs in 1706. 
 
Veszprém was among the first Hungarian cities to have a university - students studied 
law and arts here. The university was destroyed by fire in 1276, after which Veszprém 
became a university town again in the 20th century. 

 
Reference: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veszprém 

 
 

    
The Basilica of Veszprém                        King Stephen I. and Queen Gisela 


