Chapter 1
TrE MEDITERRANEAN

HE Roman Empire, at the,end of the
.. third century, had one %tfété%%@ng general _
chafr‘{aé?eristj.g: it was an essentially Mediter-=— """
ranean #co_rnr%ﬁojw‘?)ga%tlg%‘..Virtually all of its terétb@ -
lay within the watgrshied of that great land-locked
sea; the distant f}g tisks of the Rhine, the Danube,
the Euphrates and the Sahara, may be regarded
merely as an advanced circle of outer defenses pro-
tecting the approaches. ) b
,\.‘Tlﬁ}_g Mediterranean was, without question, the
builwark of both its political and economic unity.
Its very existence depended on m%%ter‘i of the sea.
Without that great trade route, neither the govern-
ment, n?; ﬁh@ defense, nor the administration of
the orbis'Fonidnus would have been possible.
As the Empire grew old this fundamentally
_ maritir%e g}aracter was, interestingly enough, not
“ only présetved but was still more sharply defined.” 73
- When the former inland capital, Rome, was aban-
| doned, its place was taken by a city which not only
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served as a capital but which was at the same time
an admirable seaport—Constantinople.

The Empire’s cultural development, to be sure,
had clearly passed its peak, Populatizon decreased
the irit of enterprise wa ed barbarlan hordes’
conithénced to threaten the frontiers, ‘and the in-
creasing expenses of the government, fighting for
its very life, brought in their train a ﬁ%cal system

which more and more enslaved men, to the State. |
" Nevertheless this

eneral detenoraﬁon does not
seem to have appre’“x)ably affected the maritime
commerce of the Mediterranean. It contmued to be
active and well sustaf’ﬂed in marked contrg,st with
the gmwmg apathy that characterized the inland
provmces Trade continued to keep the East and
the West in close contact w1th\ each other. There
was no interruption to the\ n{hma{je commercial
relations between those diverse clitnés bathed by

one and the same sea. Both manufactured and,

)’r\”
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natural products were still exte’nswely dealt 1n’;” -

tektiles from Constantinople, Edessa, Antioch,
and Alexangrla wines, oils and spices. from
Syria; pap%rr"us from Egypt; wheat from Egypt,
Africa, and Spain; and wines from Gaulf&and
Italy. There was even a réfotm of the monetary .
system based on the gold solidus, which served
materially to encourage commercial operatmn’s by
giving them the benefit of an excellent currency,

3 ia;a_‘
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umversaﬂy adopted as an instrument of exchange

and as a means of quoting prices.

Of the two great regions of the Empire, the East N

and the West, the first far surpassed the second, ¥
both in superiority of civilization and in a much
higher level of economic development At the be-
gmnmg of the fourth ‘century there were no longer

any really great cities save in the East The center

“of the export trade was in Symﬁ “and in Asia

~one of the most interesting facts in the hzetory of
/ the Lower Empire. It undoubtedly contiibuted

Minor, and here also was concentrated, in par-
ticular, the textile industry for which the whole
Roman world was the market and for which
Syrian ships were the Qarrlers

The commercial prominence of the Syrians is

largely to that progressive orientalization of S0~
ciety which was due eventually to end in Byzans"
tinism. And this orientalization, of which the sea
was the vehicle, is clear proof of the increasing im-
portance which the Mediterranean acquired as the
aging Empire grew weak, gave way in the North
beneath the pressure of the barbarians, and con-/
tracted more and more about the shores of this in-
land sea. @ % h‘
The pers1stence of the Germanic trzbes in striv-
ing, from the very beginning of the period of the
invasions, to reach these same shores and to settle

i
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there is worth special notice. When, in the course
of the fourth century, the f ntiers gave way for

the first time under their bis s, they poured south- ER

Ward ina hv1 g flood. The Quadi and the Marco-
1513»5\1 1} a(f Italy; the Goths marched on the
Bosph 0rﬁs the Franks, the Suevi, a d the Van-
dals, who by now had crossed the Rhmer pushed
on unhesitatingly towards Aquitaine and Spain.
They n\had no thought of merely colonizing the

prok/mces they coveted. Their dream was rather to

settle down, themselves, in those happy regions

where the mildness of the climate and the fertility
of the soil were matched by the charms and the
wealth of cgvxhzatzon

This nfﬁﬁal attempt produced nothing more

permanent than the devastdfion which it had
caused. Rome was still strong enough to drive the

mvaders back beyond the Rhine and the Danubelt ¥

ya} century and a half she succeeded in re-
str ning them, but at the cost of exhausting her
armies and her finances.

More and more unequal became the balance of.
power. The mcp{rswns of the barbarians grew

more reléntféss as their incréasing numbers made ©
the acquisition of new territory more imperative, ©

while the decreasing, DPopulation of the Empire
made a successful redistanice constantly less pos%
sible. Despite the extraordinary skill and deter-
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mination with which the Empire sought to stave
off disaster, the oufcome was inevitable. &%)

‘At the beginning of the fifth century, all was
over. The whole West was invaded. Roman p OV~
inces were transformed mto Germanic kmgdoms
The Vandals were installed in Africa, the Visi-
goths in Aquitaine and in Spain, the Burgundians
in the Valley of the Rhone the Ostrogoths in Italy.

This nomenclatite’ is significant. It includes
only Mediterranean countn%s, and little more is
needed to show that the abjective of the _conquer-
ors, free at last to settle down where they pleased

Romans had called, with as much affection as

pride, mare nostrum. Towards the sea, as of one "

accord, they all turned their steps, impatient to
settle along its shores and to enjoy its beauty.

If the Fathks did not reach the Mediterranean
at their first atternpt, it is because, having come too
late, they found the ground already occupied. But
they too persisted in striving for a foothold there.
One of Clovis’s earliest ambltiLons was to conquer
Provence, and only the intékvention of Theodoric
kept him from extending the frontiers of his king-
dom as far as the Coéte d’Azur. Yet this first lack

fo

. . 7
of success was not due to discourage his succes-H

sors. A quarter of a century later, in 536, the

Franks made good use of Justinian’s offensive &35,
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against the Ostrogeths and wrung from their
hard-pressed rivals the g%;gnt of the coveted ter-
ritory. It is 1nte5%stmg to see how consistently the
Merovingian dynasty tended, from that date on,
to become in its turn a Mediterranean power,

Childebert and Clotaire, for examp le ventured
upon an eXpedltmn beyond the“P } é\é\#\m 542,
which, however, proved to be 111-starred But it was
Italy in particular that aroused the cupidxt)g of the
Frankish kings. They formed an alhar;?:e/ first
with the Byzantines and then with the Lombards,
in the hope of 5ettmg foot south of the Alps\ Re-
peatedly thwarted they persisted in fresh at.
tempts. By 539, Theudebert had crossed the Alps,
and the territories which he had occupied were
reconquered by Narses in 553, Numerous efforts
were made in 584- 585 and from 588 to 590 to
get possession anew.

‘The appearance of the Germanic tribes on the

shore ¢ of the Mediterranean was by no means a

critical point marking the adv@lt of a new era in.

the history of Europe, Great as were the conse-
quences which it entaﬁed it did not sweep the
boards clean nor even break the tradition. The
aim of the invaders was not to destroy the Roman
Empire but to occupy and en' it. By and lafge;
what they preserved far excéeded what they de-
stroyed or what they brought that was new. It is

o
4\ i
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true that the kingdoms they established on the soil
of the Empire made an end of the latter in so far
as being a State in Western Europe. From a po-
litical point of view the orbis romanus, now
strictly localized in the East, lost that ecxf\imen;
character which had made its frontiers coincid
with the frontiers of Christianity. The Empire,
however, was far from becoming a stranger. to the
lost provinces. Its civilization there Sutlived: it
authority. By the Church, by language, by the
superiority of its institutions and law, it prevaﬂedw"
over the ;g:onquerors An the niidst of th& troubles,
the insetiirity, the n&a g{@yland the a‘ﬁarcﬁy which
accompanied the invisions there was naturally a
certain decline, but %ren in that decline there was
preserved a physmgnemy still distinctly Roman.
The Germanic tribes were unable, and in fact did
not want, to do without it. They barbarized it, but
they did not consciously gennanfée it,,

Nothmg is better proof of this assérhon than
the persmténce in the last days of the Empire—
from the fifth to the eighth century—of that mari-
time character pointed out above. The importance
of the Mediterranean did not grow.less after the.
period of the invasions. The sea remained for the
Germanic tribes what it had been before their ar-

rival-—the very center of Europe, the mare nos- B Y‘

trum. The sea had had such great importance in

4\”‘\ r\/(é fid
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the political order that the déposing of the last
Roman Emperor in the West (476) was_not
enough in itself to turn historical evalutlon from /.
its time-honored direction. It continued, on theJ
contrary, to develop in the saie theater and under
the same influences. No indication yet gave warn-
ing of the end of that commonwealth of civiliza-
tion created by the Empire from the Pillars of
Hercules to the Aegean Sea, from the coasts of
Egypt and Africa to the shores of Gaul, Italy and
Spain. In spite of the invasion of the barbarians
the new world co}\lsex‘ved in all essential charac-
teristics, the physmgnomy of the old. To follow
the course of events from Romulus Augustulus to
Charlemagne it is necessary to keep the Mediter-
ranean constantly in view. .

All the great events in political history are iﬁl-*f
folded on its shores, l\From 493 to 52\6 Italy, gov-
erned by Theodoric, maintained a hegem%ny over
all the Germanic kingdoms, a hegemony through

whlgh the power of the Roman tradition was per- .

petuated and a&dured. After Theodoric, this power
was still more clearly shown Justinian failed by
but little of restormg 1mﬁ§ar1a1 unity (527-565).

Africa, Spain, and Italy were reconquered. The
Mediterranean became again a Roman lake. By~
zantium, it is true, weakened by the immense effort
she had just put forth, could neither finish nor
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Gy
even preserye in '_Ct the astonishing work which
she had accomplagfled The Lombards took North-
ern Italy away from her %gS(’)S) the Visigoths
freed themselves from her Yok&. Neverthe}ess she
did not abandon her ambltzons She refaxﬁed for
a long time to come, Af;'gca, Sicily, Southern Italy.

Nor did she loose her grip on the est—thanks to
the sea, the mastery of which her ikt S0 securely
held that the fate of Europe rested at that moment,
more than ever, on the waves of the Mediter-
ranean.

What was true of the political situation held
equally well for the cultural. It seems hardly nec-
essary to recall that Boéthius (480-525) and Cas-
siodorus (477-¢.562) were Italians as were St.
Benedict (480-534) and Gregory the Great (590-
604), and that Isidorus of Seville (570-636) was
a Spaniard. It was Italy that maintained the last
schools at the same time that she was fostééélﬁg the
spread of monachism north of the Alps. It was in
Ttaly, Qiso ‘that what was left of the ancient cul-
ture floarished side by side with what was brought
forth ane‘v& m the bosom of the Church. All the
strength and" vigor that the Church possev sed was
concentrated in the region of the Med1terranean
There alone she gave ev1dence of an organization
and spirit capable of mlt(ié%mg great enterprises.
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2 1
ﬁ’ﬁ%ﬂ in trade for urban life and commercial
activity.?

"The supposed disliléﬁe% of the barbarians for | |

12
An inferesting example of this is the fact that
Chr%tf%ﬁ’ity was brought to the Anglo-Saxons

'(596) from the distant shores of Italy, not from

the neighboring shores of Gaul;The mission of St. 1 towns is an admitted fable to which Teality has | -
Augustine is therefore an illuminating sidelig”htm M given the lie. ‘H: on the extreme frontle‘;{'% of the .
on the historic influence retained by the Mediter—“;‘;;g" -~ Empire, certalzq\\ggwns were put to the torch, de-
ranean, And it seems more significant still when T stroyed and ,P}if%géd,‘ it is none the less true that

we recall that the evabgelization of Ijglgﬁ:fwas
due to missignaries sent out,from Marseilles, and
that the a%g%ﬁes of legiu%h, St. Amand (689-
693) and St. Remade (c. 668), were Aquitanians.

A brief survey of the economic development of
Euro\Re will give the crowning touch to the sub-

~

stajﬁtia\tion of the theory which has here been put

"7y, forward. That development is, obviously, a clear-

cut, direct.v.coﬁti;i‘\aqtigg _of_the economy of the
Roman Empire, In it are rediscovered all the lat-
ter’s principal tfaits and, above all, that Mediter-
ranean character which here is unmistakable. To
be sure, a general decline in social activity was
apparent in this region as in all others. By the last
days of the Empire there was a clearly marked de-
cline which thc_a’cagt:\é%%phe of the invasions natu-
rally helped acébniate. But it would be a decided
mistake to imagine that the arrival of-the Ger-
manic tribes had as a result the subs '_i&tion of a
purely agricultural economy and a general stag-
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the immense majority survived the invasions. A7
statistical survey of cities in existence at the pres-

‘ent day in France, in Italy and even on the banks
of the Rhine and the Danube, gives proof that, g7
- for the most part, these cities now stand on the .
sites where rose the Roman cities, and that their

very names are often but a transformation of
Roman names, S H

The Church had of course closely patterned the
religious districts after the ad&i‘%xstxatiy@ districts
of the 'mpire. As a general rule, gicbdl,o

res%'on“ded to a civitas. Since the e'@l@sffastlcafl‘ or-

ganization suffered no change during the era of

the Germanic invasions, the result was that in the
new kingdcpms founded by the conquerors it pre-..
served intadh this characteristic feature. In fact,
from the begihning of the sixth century the word
civitas took the special meaning of “epi}fsc;tgpg,l_/
1 A, Dopsch, Wirtichaftliche und soziale Grundlagen Lo
biischen Kulturentwicklung, Vienna, 1920, Vol. II, p. 527, takes

issue strongly with the opinion that the Germanic invasions put
an end to Roman civilization

i
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G, ..
city,” the center of the dioCese. In surviving the

Empire on which it was based, the Church there-
fore contributed very largely to the safeguarding
of the existence of the RO&]}}.D cities.

But it must not be ov\éz‘%oked, on the other

hand, that these cities in _thﬁm,sgllf@ﬁﬂl%g,;%t_jainqéﬁi 13

a so%_sid@;@blﬁ Aimportance. Their municipal® in-
stitiltions. did not suddenly disappear upon the

tititions. did not suddenly disappea

arrival of the Germanic tribes. Not only in Italy,
but also in Spain and gren in Gaul, they kept

: ] W /\‘{.4/'}) '<{"5,
their _decuriones—a cOfps of magistrates pro-
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vided with a judicial and administrative author-
ity, the details of which are not clear but whose
existence and Roman origin is a matter of record. |

. . A
There is to be noticed, moreover, the presence of ;

the defensor civitgtis, and the practice of inscrib- /‘
irig tiotarized déeds in the gesta municipalia.

It is also well established that these cities were
was a survival of the precedingﬁéivilization. Each

city was the market for the surrounding country-,
side, the winter home of the great ',la.n(flggdy}proprie-31 f
tors of the neighborhood and, if fa‘\ﬁr%ﬁﬁl}y situ-
ated, the center of a commerce the more highly de-

-veloped in proportion omits%m;arness to the shores

Tours gives af‘ﬁﬁle proof that in the Gaul of his

.time there was still 2 professional merchant class
LS

~
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;of the Mediterranea é,é,pgl\'%saiM f Gregory of
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residing in the towns, He cites, in some thoroughly
characteristic passages, those of Verdun, Paris,
Orleans, Clermont-Ferrand, Marseilles, Nimes,
and Bordeaux, and the information which he sup-_
plies concerning them is all the more significant
in that it is brought into his_ﬁnaf“%tive--only inci-
dentally. Care should of course be taken not to
exhpgefate its value. An equally great fault would
be to undervalue it. Certainly the economic order
of Merovingian Gaul was founded on agriculture
rather than on any other form of activity. More
certainly still this had already been the case under
the Roman Empire.

But this does not preclude the fact that inland "

_traffic, the import and export of goods and mer:
chandise, was carried on to 2 considerable extent. fef] (£¢/)
It was an important factor in the maintenance of 41 %_

society. An indirect proof of this is fuf'@g%ed "by
the institution of ‘market-tolls (teloﬁ;;;;‘):w'i‘hus
were called the tolls set up by the Roman admin-
istration along the roads, in the ports, at bridges
and i& %ﬁangif elsewhere. The Frankish kings let

stay‘,Iprfdrféé and drew from them such

them 1l
c\%‘pxé  Eaventids that the collectors of this class

of taxes (felonearii) figured among their most

. P
useful functionaries/ "%

disappearance of the Empire, and, likewise, the

The continued commercial activity after the *

\
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“survival of the towns that were the centers thersof*
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and the merchants who were its instruments, is ex-
plained by the contihtfation of Mediterranean
trade. In all the chief Charactéristics it was the
same, from the @,,fj{h..,ﬁo._..th@..,@ighfgh,‘centgries, as it
had been just after Constantine, If, as is probable,
the decline was the more rapid after the Germanic
invasions, it remains none the less true that there

. . . 2
is presented a picture of uninterrupted intercourse e

between the Byzantine East and the West domi-

nated by the barbarians. By means of the shipping

which was carried on from the coasts of Spain and
Gaul to those of Syria dnd Asia Lginor, the basin
of the Megi;%r};anean did not cease, despite the
politics hsubdiyi@_iggs which it had seen take place,
to cohsblidate the economic unity which it had

g R . e AN ,
shaped for centuries under the impérial ‘common-
wealth. Because of this fact, the economic organi-
zation of the world lived on after the political
transformation. Ay 1R

In lack of other proofs, the monetary. system. of
the Frankish kings would alone establish this
truth convincingly. This system, as is too well
known to make necessary any lengthy consider-
ation here, was purely Roman or, strictly speak-
ing, Romano-Byzgn_ti.;e. This is shown by the
coins that were minted: the solidus, the trienms,
and the denarius—that is to say, the sou, the third-
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sou and the demier. It is shown further by the
metal which was employed: gold, used for the
coinage of the solidus and the friens. It is also
.shown by the weight whg};{v& "? !;%i:fen to spec.ie. It
is shown, finally, by the efﬁéie which were minted
on the coins, In this connection it is worth noting
that the mints continued for a long time, under
the Merovingian kings, the custom of representing
the bust of the Emperor on the coins and of show-
ing on the reverse of the pieces,, the Victoria
Augusti and that, carrying this im’ft%ﬁon to the
extreme, when the Byzantines substituted the cross
for the symbol oﬁ}hgﬁ Yictory they did the same,
Such extreme s&’ﬁlitjf can be explained only by
the continuing influence of the Empire. The ob-
vious reason was the né:c{eé‘éﬂéi’ty of preserving, be-
tween the local currency and the imperial cur-
rency, a conformity which would be purposeless
if the most intimate relations had not existed be-
tween Merovingian commerce and the general
commerce of the Mediterranean. In other words,
this commerce continued to be Ciosely bound up
with the commerce of the Byzantine Empire. Of
such ties, moreover, there are abundant proofs
and it will suffice to mention merely a few of the
most significant.

It should be borne in mind, first of all, that at

the start of the eighth century Marseilles was




18 MEDIEVAL CITIES

still the great port of Gaul. The terms employed
by Gregory of Tours, in the numerous anecdotes
in which he happens to speak of that city, make
it seem a singularly animated economic center. A
very active shipping bound it to Constantinople,
to Syria, Africa, Egypt, Spain and Italy. The
products of the East—papyrus, spices, costly tex-
tiles, wine and oil—were the basis of a regular im-
port trade. Foreign merchants, Jews and Syrians
for the most part, had their residence there, and
their nationality is itself an indication of the close
relations kept up by Marseilles with Byzantium.
Finally, the extraordinary quantity of coins which
were struck there during the Merovingian era
gives material proof of the activity of its com-
merce. The population of the city must have
comprised, aside from the merchants, a rather
numerous class of artisans.” In every respect it
seems, then, to have accurately preserved, under
the government of the Frankish kings, the clearly
municipal character of Roman cities. |
The economic development of Marseilles natu-
rally made itself felt in the hinterland of the port.
Under its attraction, all the commerce of Gaul
was oriented toward the Mediterranean. 'The most

21t is imgaossible, in fact, not to infer that at Marseilles there
was a class of artisans at least as important as that which still
existed at Arles in the middle of the sixth century. See F, Kiener,
Verfassungsgeschichte der Provence, Leipzig, 1900, p. 29,
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important market-tolls of the Frankish kingdom
were situated in the neighborhood of the town at
Fos, at Arles, at Toulon, at Sorgues, at Valence,
at Vienne, and at Avignon. Here is clear proof )
that mer\ci;aq%ise landed in the city was expedited 3% :%

45

to the inferior’ By the course of the Rhane and of
the Saone, as well as by the Roman roads, it
reached the north of the country. The charters are
still in existence by which the Abbey of Corbie
(Department of Pas-de-Calais) obtained from
the kings an exemption from tolls at Fos on a
number of commodities, among which may be re-
marked a surprising variety of spices of eastern
origin, as well as papyrus. In these circumstances
it does not seem unwarranted to assume that the
commercial activity of the ports of Rouen and
Nantes, on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean, as
well as of Quentovic and Duurstede, on the shores
of the North Sea, was sustained by the ramifica~
tions of the export traffic from far-off Marseilles.

But it was in the south of the country that this
effect was the most appreciable. All the largest
cities of Merovingian Gaul were still to be found,
as in the days of the Roman Empire, south of the
Loire. The details. which Gregory of Tours sup-
plies concerning Clermont-Ferrand and Orleans
show that they had within their walls veritable
colonies of Jews and Syrians, and if it was so with
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those towns which there is no reason for believ-
ing enjoyed a privileged status, it must have been
so also with the much more important centers such
as Bordeaux or Lyons. It is an established fact,
moreover, that Lyons still had at the Carolingian
era a quite numerous Jewish population.

Here, then, is qulte enough to support the con-
clusion that Merov‘mgf" fi times knew, thanks to
the continuance of ed,lj:erranean shipping and
the intermediary of M reéilles, what we may safe-
ly call a great commerce. It would certainly be an

error to assume that the dealings of the oriental .

merchants of Gaul were restricted solely to articles | e
of luxury. Probably the sale of jewelry, enamels ':’
and silk stuffs resulted in handsome profits, but ;>
this would not be enough to explain their number [

and their extraordinary diffusion throughout all
the country. The traffic of Marseilles was, above
all else, supported by goods for general consump-
tion such as wine and oil, spices and papyrus.
These commodities, as has already been pointed
out, were regularly exported to the north.

The oriental merchants of the Frankish Empire
were virtually engaged in wholesale trade. Their
boats, after being discharged on the quays of Mar-

seilles, certainly carried back, on leaving the -

shores of Provence, not only passengers but return
freight. Our sources of information, to be sure, do

k_J

Al

o

i

THE MEDITERRANEAN 21

not tell much about the nature of this freight.
Among the possible conjectures, one of the most
likely is that it probably consisted, at least in
good part, in human_chattels—that is to say, in
slaves. Traffic in slaves did not cease to be carried
on in the Frankish Empire until the end of the
ninth century. The wars waged against the bar-
barians of Saxony, Thuringia and the Slavic re-
gions provided a source of supply which seems to
have been abundant enough. Gregory of Tours
speaks of Saxon slaves belonging o a merchant
of Orleans, and it is a good guess that this Samo,
who departed in the first half of the seventh cen-
tury with a band of companions for the country
of Wends, whose king he eventually became, was
very probably nothing more than an adventurer
trafficking in slaves. And it is of course obvious
that the slave trade, to which the Jews still assidu-
ously applied themselves in the ninth century,
must have had its origin in an earlier era.

If the bulk of the commerce in Merovingian
Gaul was to be found in the hands of oriental
merchants, their influence, however, should not be
exaggerated, Side by side with them. and accord-
ing to all indications in constant relations with
them, are mentioned indigenous merchants. Greg-
ory of Tours does not fail to supply information
concerning them, which would undoubtedly have
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been more voluminous if his narrative had had
more than a merely incidental interest in them.
He shows the king consenting to a loan to the mer-
chants of Verdun, whose business prospers so well
that they soon find themselves in a position to
reimburse him. He mentions the existence in Paris
ohf a domus negociantum—that 1s to say, appar-
ently, of a sort of market or bazaar. He speaks
of a merchant profiteering during the great famine
of 585 and getting rich. And in all these anecdotes
he is dealing, without the least doubt, with pro-
fessionals and not with merely casual buyers or
sellers.

The picture which the commerce of Merovin-
gian Gaul presents is repeated, naturally, in the
other maritime Germanic kingdoms of the Medi-
terranean—among the Ostrogoths of Italy, among
the Vandals of Africa, among the Visigoths of
Spain. The Edict of Theodoric contained a quan-
tity of stipulations relative to merchants, Carthage
continued to be an important port in close relations

with Spain, and her ships, apparently, went up .

the coast as far as Bordeaux. The laws of the Visi-
goths mentioned merchants from overseas.

In all of this is clearly manifest the vigorous
continuity of the commercial development of the
Roman Empire after the Germanic invasions.
They did not put an end to the economic unity of
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antiquity. By means of the Mediterranean and the
relations kept up thereby between the West and
the East, this unity, on the contrary, was preserved
with a remarkable distinctiveness. The great in-
land sea of Europe no longer belonged, as before,
to a single State. But nothing yet gave reason to
predict that it would soon cease to have its time-
honored importance. Despite the transformations
which it had undergone, the new world had not
lost the Mediterranean character of the old. On
the shores of the sea was still concentrated the bet-
ter part of its activities. No indication yet gave
warning of the end of the commonwealth of civi-
lization, created by the Roman Empire from the
Pillars of Hercules to the Aegean Sea. At the be-
ginning of the seventh century, anyone who sought
to look into the future would have been unable to
discern any reason for not believing in the con-
tinuance of the old tradition.

Yet what was then natural and reasonable to
predict was not to be realized. The world-order

which had survived the Germanic invasions was g

& ;‘}J-m E
not able to survive the invasion of Islam. & 28"

It is thrown across the path of history with the
elemental force of a cosmic cataclysm. Even in the
lifetime of Mahomet (571-632) no one could have
imagined the consequences or have prepared for
them. Yet the movement took no more than fifty

&
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years to spread from the China Sea to the Atlantic
Ocean. Nothing was able to withstand it. At the
first blow, it overthrew the Persian Empire (637-
644). It took from the Byzantine Empire, in quick
succession, Syria (634-636), Egypt (640-642),

Africa (698), It reached into Spain (711). The
resistless advan%:e was not to slow down until the
start of the eighth century, when the walls of Con-
stantinople on the one side (713) and the soldiers
of Chagles Martel on the other (732) broke that

great enveloping offgxswe against the two flanks 7

of Christianity.

But if its force of expansion was exhausted, it
had none the less changed the face of the world.
Its sudden thrust had destroyed ancient Europe.
It had put an end to the Mediterranean common-
wealth in which it had gathered its strength.

The familiar and almost “family” sea which
once united all the parts of this commonwealth
was to become a barrier between them. On all its
shores, for centuries, social life, in its funda-
mental characteristics, had been the same; re-
ligion, the same; customs and ideas, the same or

very nearly so. The invasion of the barbarians

from the North had modified nothing essential
in that situation,

But now, all of a sudden, the very lands where
civilization had been born were torn away; the
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Cult of the Prophet was substituted for the Chris-
tian Faith, Moslem law for Roman law, the Arab
tongue for the Greek and the Latin tongue,
The Mediterranean had been a Roman lake; it
now becare, for the most part, a Moslem lake,
From this time on it separated, instead of uniting,
the East and the West of urope. The tie WhICh
was still binding the By@a‘ﬁt ¢ Empire to the
Germanic kingdoms of the West was broken.




Chapter 11
Trae NinTtH CENTURY

HE tremendous effect the invasion of Islam
had upon Western Europe has not, perhaps,
been fully appreciated.

Out of it arose a new and unparalleled situ-
ation, unlike anything that had gone before.
Through the Phoenicians, the Greeks, and finally
the Romans, Western Europe had always received
the cultura] stamp of the East. It had lived,-as.it
were, by vikttie of the Mediterranean; now for the
first time it was. forced to live by its own resources.
The-center-of gravity, heretofore on the shore of
the Mediterranean, was shifted to the north. As
a result the Frankish Empire, which had so far
been playing only a minor réle in the history of
Europe, was to become the arblter of Europe’s
destinies /’3’? o A

There is obviously more than mere coincidence
in the simultaneity of the ciosmg of the Medxter«
ranean by Islam and the entry y of the Carolmglans
on the scene. There is the distinct relation.of cause
and effect between the two. The Frankish Empire

«4_ ? Lr c,\cw-c\,\ﬁ,
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was fated to lay the foundatmr;z of the,Europe of

the Middle Ages. But the rmsswn thi”h it ful- "5

filled had as an essential prior condition the over-
throw of the traditional world-order. The Caro-
lingians would never have been called upon to
play the part they did if historical evolution had
not been turned aside from its course and, so to
speak, “de-Saxoned” by the Moslem invasion.
Without Islam, the Frankish Empire would pr0b~
ably never have existed and Charlemagne, with-
out Mahomet, Would be inconceivabley 7 w5
This is made %%ou h b the many céh-
Pl 4 y
{rasts between the M ngian é&:ﬁe) during which
the Mediterranean retained its time-honored his-
torical importance, and the Carolingian era, when
that influence ceased to.make itself felt. These
contrasts were in evidence everywhere: in relig~
ious sentiment, in political and social institutions,
in literature, in language and even in handwrit-
ing, From whatever standpoint it is studied, the

_civilization of the ninth century shows a distinct

break with the «:w;hzanon of antiquity. Nothmg
would be more fallscious than to see thirdida

simple continuation of the preceding centunes
The coup d’état of Pepi t}\le Short was cqQ sider-

. ably more than the substithtx?m of one dynz% sty for

another. It marked a new or1eﬁtaf1on«of the course
hitherto followed by history. At first glance there

-'i}:/fi]'
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seems reason to believe that Charlemagne, in as-
suming the title of Roman Emperor and of Augus-
tus, wished to restore the ancient tradition. In
reality, in settmg himself up against the Emperor
of Constantinople, he broke that tradition. His

Empire was Roman only in so far as the Catholic 4245

Church was Roman. For it was from the Church,m

and the Church alone, that came its inspiration':?ft-r

The forces which he placed at her service were,

" moreover, forces of the north. His principal col-

laborators, in religious and cultural matters, were
no longer, as they had previously been, Italians,
Aquitanians, or Spaniards; they were Anglo-
Saxons—a St. Boniface or an Alcuin—or they
were Swabians, like Einhard. In the affairs of
the State, which was now cut off f;om the Mediter-
ranean, southerners pla.y d scarc’e‘Ty any );ole The
Germanic influence commé%ced to domzxfa“te at
the very moment when the Frankish Empire,
forced to turn away from the Mediterranean,
spread over Northern Europe and pushed its fron:)
tiers as far as the Elbe and the mountains of
Bohemia.' '

1The objection may be raised that Chariemagne conguered in
Ttaly the kingdom of the Lombards and in Spain the region
included Berween the Pyrenees and the Ebro. But these thrusts
towards the south are by no means to be explained by a desire
to dominate the shores of the Mediterranean, The expeditions

i
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In the field of economics the contrast, which the
Carolingian period shows to Merovingian times,
is especially striking. In the days of the Merovin-
gians, Gaul was still a maritime country and trade
and traffic flourished because of that fact. The
Empire of Charlemagne, on the contrary, was es-
sentially an 1n1and one. No longer was there any
cornmumcatwn ‘with the exterior; it was a closed
State, a State without foreign markets, living in.a
condition of almost complete isolation. _

To be sure, the transition from one era to the
other was not clear-cut. The trade of Marseilles
did not suddenly cease but, from the middle of the
seventh century, waned gradually as the Moslems
advanced in the Mediterranean. Syria, conquered
by them in 633-638, no longer kept it thriving
with her ships and her merchandise. Shortly after-
wards, Egypt passed in her turn under the yoke
to Gaul. A characteristlc consequence is that, after
677, the royal chancellery stopped using papyrus.®

against the Lombards were provoked by political causes and
especially by the alliance with the Papacy. The expedition in Spain
had no other aim than the establishing of a solid frontier against
the Moslems.

2 Imports, however, had not completely ceased at that date, The
last reference we know to the use of papyrus in Gaul is in 737;
sce M. Prou, Manuel de paléographie, 3rd edit, p. 17, In lialy,
it was continued to be used up fo the eleventh century; see A, Giry,
Manuel de diplomatique, p. 494, It was imported there either from
Egypt or, more probably, from Sicily (where the Arabs had in-
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“The importation of spices kept up for a while, for
the monks of Corbie, in 716, believed it useful to
have ratified for the las; time their privileges of
the tonlieu of Fos. A half cemury later, solitude
reigned in the port of Marseilles. Her foster-
mother, the sea, was shut off from her and the
economic life of the inland regions which had
been nourished through her intermediary was defi-
nitely extinguished. By the ninth century Pro-
vence, once the richest country of Gaul, had be-
come the poorest. Dk A5

More and more, the Moslems consohdated the1r
century they selzed the Balearic Isles, Corsica,
Sardinia, Sicily. On the coasts of Africa they
founded new ports: Tunis (698-703); later on,
Mehdia to the south of this city; then Cairo, in
973. Palermo, where stood a great arsenal, be-
came their principal base in the Tyrrhenian Sea.
Their fleets sailed it in complete mastery; com-
mercial flotillas transported the products of the
West to Cairo, whence they were redispatched to
Bagdad, or pirate fleets devastated the coasts of
Provence and Italy and put towns to the torch
after they had been pillaged and their inhabitants
troduced its manufacture) by the shipping of the Byzantine cities

of the South of the Peninsula, or by that of Venice, which will
be discussed in Chap. 111,
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captured to be sold as slaves. In 889 a band of
these plunderers even laid hold of Fraxinetum
(the present Garde-Frainet, in the Department of
the Var) not far from Nice, the garrison of which,
for nearly a century thereafter, subjected the
neighboring populace to continual raids and men-
aced the roads which led across the Alps from
France to Italy.

The efforts of Charlemagne and his successors
to protect the coasts from Saracen raiders were as
impotent as their attempts to oppose the invasions
of the Norsemen in the north and west. The
hardihood and seamanship of the Danes and Nor-
wegians made it easy for them to plunder the

‘coasts of the Carolingian Empire during the whole

of the eleventh century. They conducted their
raids not only from the North Sea, the Channel,
and the Gulf of Gascony, but at times even from
the Mediterranean, Every river which emptied
into these seas was, at one time or another, as-
cended by their skilfully constructed barks, splen-
did specimens whereof, brought to light by recent
excavations, are now preserved at Oslo. Periodi-
cally the valleys of the Rhine, the Meuse, the
Scheldt, the Seine, the Loire, the Garonne and the
Rhone were the scene Qf systematic and persistent
pillaging. The devast&tmn was 50 complete that,
in many cases indeed, the population itself disap-
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peared. And nothing is a better illustration of the
essentially inland character of the Frankish Em-
pire than its inability to organize the defense of
its coasts, against either Saracens or Norsemen.
For that defense, to be effective, should have been
a naval defense, and the Empire had no fleets, or
hastily improvised ones at best.

Such conditions were incompatible with the ex-
Jistence of .a. commerce of first-rate importance.
The historical literature of the ninth century con-
tains, it is true, certain references to merchants
(mercatores, negociatores),’ but no illusion should
be cherished as to their importance. Compared to
the number of texts which have been preserved
from that era, these references are extremely rare.
The capitularies, those regulations touching upon
every phase of social life, are remarkably meagre”
in so far as applies to commerce. From this it may
be assumed that the latter played a réle of only
secondary, negligible importance. It was only.in

the north of Gaul that, during the-first half.of .

3 A. Dopsch, Die Wirtscheftsentwicklung der Earolingerzeil,
Vol. IT, pp. 180 #., has, with very great erudition, cited 2 number
of them. We must, however, bear in mind that many among
them belong to the Merovingian period and that many others
are far from having the significance which he attributes to them.
See also J. W. Thompson, “The Commerce of France in the Ninth
Century,” The Journal of Political Economy, 1915, Vol XXIII,

p. 857,
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the ninth. cenwry, trade showed any signs of ac-
tivity,

The ports of Quentovic (a place now vanished,
near Etaples in the Deparunent of Pas-de-Calais)
and Duurstede (on the Rhine, southwest of
Utrecht) which under the Merovingian monarchy
weré already uading with England and Denmark,
seerm 10 have been cemers of a widely exrended
shipping. 1t is a safe conjecture that because of
them the river transport of the Friesiaus along the
Rhine, the Scheldt and the Meuse enjoyed an im-
portance that was matched by no otner region dur-
ing the reigns of Charlernagne and his successors,
The cloths woven by the peasants of Flanders,
and which conteraporary texts aesignaie by the
name of Friesian cloaks (pallia fresonica), to-
gether with the wines of Rhenish Germany, sup-
plied to that river iraffic the substance of an
export trade which seerns to have been fairly regu-
lar up to the day when the Norsemen took pos-
session of the ports in question. It is known,
moreover, that the deniers coined at Duurstede
had a very extensive circulation. They served as
prototypes for the oldest comns of -Sweden and
Poland, evident proof that they early penetrated,
no doubt at the hands of the Norsemen, as far
as the Baltic Sea. Attention may aiso be cailed,
as having been the substance of a rather extensive
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trade, to the salt industry of Noirmoutier, where
Irish ships were to be seen. Salzburg salt, on the
other hand, was shipped along the Danube and its
affluents to the interior of the Empire. The sale
of slaves, despite the prohibitions that were laid
down by the sovereigns, was carried on along the
western frontiers, where the prisoners of war
taken from among the pagan Slavs found numer-
ous purchasers.

The Jews seem to have applied themselves par-
ticularly to this sort of traffic. They were still
numerous, and were found in every part of Fran-
cia. Those in the south of Gaul were in close rela-
tions with their coreligionists of Moslem Spain,
to whom they are accused of having sold Chris-
tian children.

It was probably from Spain, or perhaps also

from Venice, that these Jews obtained the spices
and the valuable textiles in which they dealt.
However, the obligation to which they were sub-
jected of having their children baptized must have
caused a great number of them to emigrate south
of the Pyrences at an early date, and their com-
mercial importance steadily declined in the course
of the ninth century. As for the Syriaps, they were
no longer of importance at this era.*

4+ The ingenious attempt of Mr. J. W. Thompson to prove the
contrary, in his work cited in note 3 abaove, raises philological
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It is, then, most likely that the commerce of
Carolingian times was very. much- reduced. Ex-
cept in the ne1ghb0rhood of Quentovic and Duur-
stede, it consisted only in the transport of indis-
pensable commodities, such as wine and salt, in
the prohibited traffic of a few slaves, and in the
barter, through the intermediary of the Jews, of a
small number of products from the East.

Of a regular and normal commercial activity,
of steady trading carried on by a class of profes-
sional merchants, in short, of all that constitutes
the very essence of an economy of exchange
worthy of the name, no traces are to be found
after the closing off of the Mediterranean by the
Islamic invasion. The great number of markets
(mercatus), which were to be found in the ninth
century, in no way contradicts this assertion. They
were, as a matter of fact, only small Jocal market-
_places, instituted for the weekly provisioning of
the populace by means of the retail sale of food-
stuffs from the country. As a proof of the commer-
cial activity of the Carolingian era, it would be
equally beside the point to speak of the existence
of the street occupied by merchants (vicus mer-
catorum) at Aix-la-Chapelle near the palace of
Charlemagne, or of similar streets near certain

difficulties which prevent our adopting it. The Greek origin of
the work Cappi, upon which #t is based, cannot be accepted.
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great abbeys such as, for example, that of St
Riquier. The merchants with whom we have to
do here were not, in fact, professional 1 merchants
but servfgors charged with the’ duty of sugplymg

employees of the se:gnénal househ“_id,sfaff and
were in no respect merchants...

There is, moreover, material proof of the eco-
nomic decline which affected Western Kurope
from the day when she ceased to belong to the
Mediterranean commonwealth. It is furnished by
the reform- of-the- m&né?ary systemn, initiated by
Pepin the Short and completed by Charlemagne,
That reform abandoned gold coinage and substi-
tuted silver in its place. The solidus which had
heretofore, conforming to the Roman tradition,
constituted the basic monetary unit, was now only
nominal money. The only real coins from this
time on were the silver deniers, weighing about
two grams, the metallic value of which, compared
to that of the dollar, was approximately eight and
one-half cents. The metallic value of the Merovin-
gian gold solidus being nearly three dollars, the
importance of the reform can be readily appre-
ciated, Undoubtedly it is to be explained only by
a prodigious falling off of both trading and
wealth > :

e
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-If it is admitted, and it must be admitted, that
the reappearance of gold coinage, with the florins
of Florence and the ducats of Venice in the thir-
teenth century, characterized the economic renais-
sance of Europe, the inverse is also true: the aban-
doning of gold coinage in the eighth century was
the manifestation of a profound decline. It is not
enough to say that Pepin and Charlemagne
wished to remedy the monetary disorder of the
Jast days of the Merovingian era. It would have

" been quife possible for them to find a remedy

without giving up the gold standard. They gave
up the standard, obviously, from necessity—that
is to say, as a. result of the disappearance of. the
yellow metal in Gaul. And this disappearance had
no other cause than the interruption of_the.com-
merce of the Mediterranean. The proof of this is-
given by the fact that Southern Italy, remaining
in contact with Constan‘tiﬁopie, retained like the
latter a gold standard, for which the Carolingian
sovereigns were forced to substitute a silver stand-
ard. The very light weight of their deniers,

- moreover, testifies to the economic isolation of

their Empire. It is inconceivable that they would
have reduced the monetary unit to a thirtieth of
its former value if there had been preserved the
slightest bond between their States and the Medi-
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terranean regions where the gold solidus contin-
ued to circulate.

But this is not all, The monetary reform of the
ninth century not only was in keeping with the
general 1mp0ver15hment of the era in which it
took place, butf Wlt the circulation of money
which was notéworthy for both Tlighttiess. and in-
adequacy. In the a,bsence of centers of attraction
sufficiently powerful to draw money from afar, it
remained, so to speak, stagnant. Charlemagne and
his successors in vain ordered that deniers should
be coined only in the royal mints, Under the reign
of Louis the Pious, it was necessary to give to cer-
tain churches authorization to coin money, in view
of the difficulties, under which they labored, of ob-
taining cash. From the second half of the ninth
century on, the authorization to establish a mar-
ket was almost always accompanied by the author-

ization to establish a mint in the same place. The -

State could not retain the monopoly of minting
coins. Tt was consistently frittered away. And that
is again a manifestation, by no means equivocal,
of the economic decline. History shows that the
better commerce is sustained, the more the mone-
tary system is centralized and simplified. The dis-
persion, the variety, and in fact the anarchy which
it manifests as we follow the course of the ninth
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century, ends by giving striking confirmation to
the general theory here put forward.

There have been some attempts to attribute to
Charlemagne a far-seeing political economy. This
is to lend him ideas which, however great we sup-
pose his genius to have been, it is impogsible for
him to have had. No one can sub?mt Wwith any
likelihood of truth that the projects which he com-

" menced in'793, to join the Rednitz to the Altmithl

and so establish communication between the Rhine
and the Danube, could have had any other pur-
pose than the transport of troops, or that the wars
against the Avars were provoked by the desire to
open up a commercial route to Constantinople.
The stipulations, in other respects inoperative, of
the capitularies regarding coinages, weights and
measures, the market-tolls and the markets, were
intimately bound up with the general system of
regulation and control which was typical of Caro-
lingian legislation. The same is true regarding the
measures taken against usury and the prohibition
enjoining members of thé clergy from engaging
in business. Their purpose was to combat fraud,
disorder and indiscipline and to impose a Chris-
tian morality on the people. Only a prejudiced
point of view can see in them an attempt to stimu-
late the economic development of the Empire.
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We are so accustomed to consider the reign of
Charlemagne as an era of revival that we are un-
consciously led to imagine an identical progress in
all fields. Unfortunately, what is frue of literary
culture, of the religious State, of customs, insti-
tutions and statecraft is not true of communica-
tions and commerce. Every great thing that
Charlemagne accomplished was _accomplishe =
elther by his military. strength-or. by his alliance
w1th he C wrch. For that matter,. nexther the

stances in virtue of which the Frankish Empire
found itself deprived of foreign markets. It was
forced, in fact, to accommodate itself to a situ-
ation which was inevitably pre\scnbed History
is obliged to recognize that, however brilliant it
seems in other respects, the cycle of Charlemagne,
considered from an economic viewpoint, is a cycle
of regression,’

The financial organization of the Frankish
Empire makes this plain. It was, indeed, as rudi-
mentary as could be. The poll tax, which the
Merovingians had preserved in imitation of
Rome, no longer existed. The resources of the
sowf%rmgn consisted only in the revenue from his
demeéﬁes in the trlbutes levied on conquersd
tribes and in the baoty ‘got by war. The market-
tolls no longer contributed to the replemshment

L
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of the treasury, thus attesting to the commercial
decline of the period. They were nothing more
than a simple extortion brutally levied in kind
on the infrequent merchandise transported by the
rivers or along the roads. The sorry proceeds,-
which should have served to keep up the bridges,
the docks and the highways, were swallowed up
by the functionaries who collected them. The
missi dominici, created to supervise their admin-
istration, were impotent in abolishing the abuses
which they proved to exist because the State, un-
able to pay its agents, was likewise unable to im-

.pose its authority on them. Tt was obliged to call

on the aristocracy which, thanks to their social
status, alone could give free services. But in so
doing it was constrained, for lack of money, to
chose the instruments of power from among the
midst of a group of men whose most evident in-
terest was to diminish that power. The recruiting
of the functionaries from among the aristocracy
was the fundamental vice of the Frankish Empire
and the essential cause of its dissolution, which
became so rapid after the death of Charlemagne.
Surely, nothing is more fragile than that State
the sovereign of which, all-powerful in theory, is
dependent in fact upon the ﬁdehty of his inde-
pendent agents.
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'The feudal system was in embryo in this con-
tradictory situation. The Carolingian Empire
would have been able to keep going only if it had
possessed, like the Byzantine Empire or the Em-
pire of the Caliphs, a tax system, a financial con-
trol, a fiscal centralization and a treasury provid-
ing for the salary of functionaries, for public
works, and for the maintenance of the army and
the navy. The financial impotence which caused
its downfall was a clear demonstration of the im-
possibility it encountered of maintaining a politi-
cal structure on an economic base which was no
longer able to support the load.

That economic base of the State, as of society,
was from this time on the landed proprietor. Just
as the Carolingian Empire was an inland State
without foreign markets, so also was it an essen-
tially agricultural State. The traces of commerce
which were still to be found there were negligible.
There was no other property than landed prop-
erty, and no other work than rural work. As has
already been stated above, this predominance of
agriculture was no new fact. It existed in a very
distinct form in the Roman era and it continued
with increasing strength in the Merovingian era.
As early as the close of antiquity, all the west of
Furope was covered with great demesnes belong-
ing to an aristocracy the members of which bore
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the title of senators (senatores). More and more,
property was disappearing in a transformation
into hereditary tenures, while the old free farmers
were themselves undergoing a transformation into
“cultivators” (coloni) bound to the soil, from
father to son. The Germanic invasions did not
noticeably alter this state of things. We have defi-
nitely given up the idea of picturing the Germanic
tribes in the light of a democracy of peasants, all
on an equal footing. Social distinctions were very
great among them even when they first invaded
the Empire. They comprised a minority of the
wealthy and a majority of the poor, The number
of slaves and half-free (liti) was considerable.

The arrival of the invaders in the Roman prov-
inces brought with it, then, no overthrow of the
existing order. The newcomers preserved, in
adapting themselves thereto, the status quo, Many
of the invaders received from the king or ac-
quired by force or by marriage, or otherwise, great
demesnes which made them the equals of the
“senators.” The landed aristocracy, far from dis-
appearing, was on the contrary invigorated by
new elements.

The disappearance of the small free proprie-
tors continued. It seems, in fact, that as early as
the start of the Carolingian period only a very
small number of them still existed in Gaul.
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Charlemagne in vain took measures to safeguard
those who were left. The need of protection in-
evitably made them turn to the more powerful in-
dividuals to whose patronage they subordinated
their persons and their possessions.

Large estates, then, kept on being more and

more genera.lly in eVIdence after the perxod of the

Church was an additional, factor in thls,develop—
ment, and the religious fervor of the anstocvi%c%
o had the same effect. Monas*térles ~whose number
matltiplied with such remarkable rapidity after
the seventh century, were receiving bountiful gifts
of land. Everywhere ecclesiastical demesnes and
lay demesnes were mixed up together, uniting not
only cultivated ground, but woods, heaths and
waste-lands.

The organization of these demesnes remained
in conformity, in Frankish Gaul, with what it
had been in Roman Gaul. It is clear that this
couId not have been otherwise. The Germanic
rfi)es had no motive for, and were, furthermore,
incapable of, substituting a different organiza-
tion. It consisted, in its essentials, of classifying
all the land in two groups, subject to two distinct
forms of gover,nment The first, the less extensive,
was directly explmted by the proprietor; the sec-
ond was divided, under deeds of tenure, among
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the peasants. Each of the willae of which a
demesne was composed comprised both seignorial
land (terra dominicaia) and censal land, divided
in units of cultivation (mansus) held by heredi-
tary right by manants or villeins (manentes, vil-
lani) in return for the prestation of rents, in
money or in kind, and statute-labor.’®

As long as urban life and commerce flourished,
the great demesnes had a market for the disposal
of their prod_ué'e. There is no room for doubt that
during all the Merovingian era it was through
them that the city groups were provisioned and
that the merchants were supplied, But it could not
help be otherwise when trade disappeared and
therewith the merchant class and the municipal
population. The great estates suffered the same
fate as the Frankish Empire. Like it, they lost
their markets. The possibility of selling abroad
existed no longer because of the lack of buyers,
and it became useless to continue to produce more
than the indispensable minimum for the subsis-

5 The registry of rents of the Abbot Irminon is the principal
source of knowledge of this organization. The prolegomena of
Guérard in the edition which he issued in 1844, shouid, however,
be read. One stould zlso comsult, on this point, the famous
Capitulere de Villis. K. Gareis has fssued a good commeniary:
Die Landguierordmeng Karls des Grossen, Berlin, 1895. On the
recent controversies over the import and the date of the Capitu-
lare, see M. Bloch, “L'origine et la date du Capitulare de Villis,”
Revue Historigue, 1923, Vol CXLIII, p. 40.
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tence of the men, proprietors or tenants, living on

the estate.
For an economy of exchange was substituted

" an economy of consumption. Each demesne, in
place of continuing to deal with the outside, con-
stituted from this time on a little world of its own.
It lived by itself and for itself, in the traditional
immobility of a patriarchal form of government.
The.ninth_century is the golden age of what we
have..called- the closed domestic.economy. and
which we might call, with more exactitude, the
economy of no markets.®

This economy, in which production had no
other aim than the sustenance of the demesnial
group and which in consequence was absolutely
foreign to the idea of profit, can not be considered
as a natural and spontaneous phenomenon.” It
was, on the contrary, merely the result of an evo-
lution which forced it to take this characteristic
form. The great proprietors did not give up sell-

ing the products of their lands of their own free -

8 Certain authors have believed that demesnial products were
destined for sale. See, for example, F. Keutgen, Amter und Ziinfte,
Tena, 1903, p. 58. It is a fact that in certain exceptional cases and,
for example, in times of famine, selling took place. But as a general
rule there was certainly no selling. The texts alleged to prove the
contrary are too few in number and too ambiguous to carry con-
viction. Tt is evident that the whole économy of the demesnial
system of the early Middle Ages is in ﬁagrant opposition to this
idea of profit, Cuntniug
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will; they stopped because they could not do

. otherwise. Certainly if commerce had continued

to supply them regularly with the means of dis-
posing of these products abroad, they would not
have neglected to profit thereby. They did not
sell because they could not sell, and they could
not sell because markets were wanting, The closed
demesnial organization, which made its appear-
ance at the beginning of the ninth century, was
2 phenomenon due to compulsion.. That is merely
to say that it was an abnormal phenomenon.

This can be most effectively shown by compar-
ing-the picture, which Carolingian Europe pre-
sents, with that of-Seouthern Russia at the same
€ra.

We know that bands of sea-faring Norsemen,
that is to say of Scandinavians originally from
Sweden, established their domination over the
Slavs of the watershed of the Dnieper during the
course of the ninth century. These conquerors,
whom the conquered designated by the name of
Russians, naturally had to congregate in groups
in order to insure their safety in the midst of the
populations they had subjected.

For this purpose they built fortified enclosures,
called gorods in the Slavic tongue, where they set-
tled with their princes and the images of their
gods. The most ancient Russian cities owe their
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origin to these entrenched camps. There were such
camps at Smolensk, Suzdal and Novgorod; the
most important and the most civilized was at Kiev,
the prince of which ranked above all the other
princes. The subsistence of the invaders was as-
sured by tributes levied on the native population.
It was therefore possible for the Russians to
live off the land, without seeking abroad to sup-
plement the resources which the conntry gave
them in abundance. They would have done so,
without doubt, and been content to use the pres-
tations of their subjects if they had found it im-
possible, like their contemporaries in Western
Europe, to communicate with the exterior. But
the position which they occupied must have early
led them to practise an economy of exchange.
Southern Russia was placed, as a matter of fact,
between two regions of a superior civilization. To
the east, beyond the Caspian Sea, extended the
Caliphate of Bagdad; to the south, the Black Sea
bathed the coasts of the Byzantine Empire and
pointed the way towards Constantinople. The bar-
barians felt at once the effect of these two strong
centers of attraction. To be sure, they were in the
highest degree energetic, enterprising and adven-
turous, but their native qualities only served to
turn circumstances to the best account. Arab mer-
chants, Jews, and Byzantines were already fre-
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quenting the Slavic regions when they took posses-
sion, and showed them the route to follow. They
themselves did not hesitate to plunge along it un-
der the spur of the love of gain, quite as natural to
primitive man as to civilized. v:io. oo wd

The country,_they occupied placed.at their dis-
posal products particularly well suited for-trade
with rich empires accustomed to the refinements of
life. Its immense forests furnished them with a
quantity of honey, precious in those days when
sugar was still unknown, and furs, sumptuous-
ness in which was a requisite, even in southern
climes, of luxurious dress and equipment.

Slaves were easier still to procure and, thanks
to the Moslem harems and the great houses or
Byzantine workshops, had a sale as sure as it was
remunerative. Thus as early as the ninth century,
while the Empire of Charlemagne was kept in iso-
lation after the closing of the Mediterranean,
Southern Russia on the contrary was induced to
sell her products in the two great markets which
exercised their attraction on her. The paganism of
the Scandinavians of the Dnieper left them free of
the religious scruples which prevented the Chris-
tians of the west from having dealings with the
Moslems. Belonging neither to the faith of Christ
nor to that of Mahomet, they only asked to get
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rich, in dealing impartially with the followers of
either.

The importance of the trade which they kept up
as much with the Moslem Empire as with the
Greek, is made clear by the extraordinary number
of Arab and Byzantine coins discovered in Russia
and which mark, like a golden compass needle,
the direction of the commercial routes.

In the region of Kiev they followed to the south
the course of the Dnieper, to the east the Volga,
and to the north the direction marked by the
Western Dvina or the lakes which abut the Gulf
of Bothnia. Information from Jewish or Arab
travellers and from Byzantine writers fortunately
supplements the data from archaeological records.
It will suffice here to give a brief résumé of what
Constantine Porphyrogenetus reports in the ninth
century. He shows the Russians assembling their
boats at Kiev each year after the ice melts. Their
flotilla slowly descends the Dnieper, whose nu-
merous cataracts present obstacles that have to
be avoided by dragging the barks along the banks.
The sea once reached, they sail before the wind
along the coasts towards Constantinople, the su-
preme goal of their long and perilous voyage.
There the Rusian merchants had a special quar-
ter and made commercial treaties, the oldest of
which dates back to the ninth century, regulating
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their relations with the population. Many of them,
seduced by its attractions, settled down there and
took service in the Imperial Guard, as had done,
before that time, the Germans in the legions of
Rome,

The City of the Emperors (Czarograd) had for
‘the Russians a fascination the influence of which
has lasted across the centuries, It was from her
that they received Christianity (957-1015); it
was from her that they borrowed their art, their
writing, the use of money and a good part of their
administrative organization. Nothing more is
needed to demonstrate the réle played by Byzan-
tine commerce in their social life. It occupied so
essential a place therein that without it their civ-
jlization would remain inexplicable. To be sure,
the forms in which it is found are very primitive,
but the important thing is not the forms of this
traffic; it is the effect it had.

Among the Russians of the late Middle Ages it
actually determined the constitution of society.
By striking contrast with what has been shown to
be the case with their contemporaries of Carolin-
gian Europe, not only the importance but the very
idea of real estate was unknown to them. Their
notion of wealth comprised only personal prop-
erty, of which slaves were the most valuable. They
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were not interested in land except in so far as, by
their control of it, they were able to appropriate its
products. And if this conception was that of a
class of warrior-conquerors, there is but little
‘doubt that it was held for so long because these
warriors were, at the same time, merchants. We
might, incidentally, add that the concentration of
the Russians in the gorods, motivated in the be-
ginning by military pecessity, is itself found to
fit in admirably with comroercial needs. An or-
ganization created by barbarians for the purpose
of keeping conquered populations under the yoke

was well adapted to the sort of life which theirs

became after they gave heed to the economic at-
traction of Byzantium and Bagdad. Their exam-
ple shows that a society does not necessarily have
to pass through an agrarian stage before giving
itself over to commerce. Here commerce appears.
as an original phenomenon, And if this is so, it
is because the Russians instead of finding them-
selves isolated from the outside world like West-
ern Europe were on the contrary pushed or, to
use a better word, drawn into contact with it from
the beginning. Out of this derive the violent con-
trasts which are disclosed in comparing their so-
cial state with that of the Carolingian Empire: in
place of a demesnial aristocracy, a commercial
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aristocracy; in place of serfs bound to the soil,
slaves considered as instruments of work; in place
of a population living in the country, a popula-
tion gathered together in towns; in place, finally,
of a simple economy of consumption, an economy
of exchange and a regular and permanent com-
mercial activity.

That these outstanding contrasts were the result
of circumstances which gave Russia markets while
depriving the Carolingian Empire of them, his-
tory clearly demonstrates. The activity of Russian
trade was maintained, indeed, only as long as the
routes to Constantinople and Bagdad remained
open before it. It was not fated to withstand the
crisis which the Petchenegs brought about in the
eleventh century. The invasion of these barba-
rians along the shores of the Caspian and the Black
Seas brought in their train consequences identical
to those which the invasion of Islam in the Medi-
terranean had had for Western Europe in the
eighth century. -

Just as the latter cut the communications be-
tween Gaul and the East, the former cut the com-
munications between Russia and her foreign mar-
kets. And in both quarters, the results of this in-
terruption coincide with a singular exactitude. In
Russia as in Gaul, when means of communication
disappeared and towns were depopulated and the



54 MEDIEVAL CITIES

populace forced to find near at hand the means
of their subsistence, a period of agricultural econ-
omy was substituted for a period of commercial
economy. Despite the differences in details, it was
the same picture in both cases. The regions of the
south, ruined and troubled by the barbarians,
gave way in importance to the regions of the
north. Kiev fell into a decline as Marseilles had
fallen, and the center of the Russian State was
removed to Moscow just as the center of the
Frankish State, with the Carolingian dynasty,
had been removed to the watershed of the Rhine.
And to end by making the parallel still more con-
clusive, there arose, in Russia as in Gaul, a
landed aristocracy, and a demesnial system was
organized in which the impossibility of exporting
or of selling forced production to be limited to
the needs of the proprietor and his peasants.

So, in both cases, the same causes produced the
same effects. But they did not produce them at
the same date. Russia was living by trade at an
era when the Carolingian Empire knew only the
demesnial régime, and she in turn inaugurated
this form of government at the very moment when
Western Europe, having found new markets,
broke away from it. We shall examine further
how this break was accomplished. It will suffice
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for the moment to have proved, by the example of
Russia, the theory that the economy of the Caro-
lingian era was not the result of an internal evolu-

tion but must be attributed to the closing of the
Mediterranean by Islam.



